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Confine degree course to
basic sciences: C.N.R. Rao

'All other subjects should be kept for specialisation’

Staff Reporter

BANGALORE: Nano science and
biotechnology are better pur-
sued as research specialisa-
tions than as degree courses
and it made little sense for
universities to dedicate sep-
arate departments to these
subjects, said C.N.R. Rao,
chairman of the Scientific Ad-
visory Council to the Prime
Minister and Linus Pauling
Research Professor, Jawahar-
lal Nehru Centre for Ad-
vanced Scientific Research
(JNCASR).

Speaking at the second
Bangalore Nano conference
and exhibition = here on
Thursday, Prof Rao said: “Ev-
ery college and university
now wants to offer degree

courses in nano and biotech-
nology.

Students take up these
courses in the hope of getting
jobs, and I hope they do get
jobs. But they probably never
do.”

Although the Centre made
major investments in nano
science and technology ard
had on the anvil two insti-
tutes for nano science (in-
cluding one in Bangalore),
universities and colleges need
to be “careful about educa-
tion.” Basic degrees should be
in basic sciences, not in nano
and Dbiotechnology, added
Prof.:Rao. The latter should

‘be pursued as specialisation,

he said.
However nano, a young sci-
ence full of promise, and In-
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dia, the youngest country in
the world with 65 per cent of
people aged below 25 were
“particularly suited to each
other” said Prof. Rao.

“What we need are bright
young scientists to take up
science and engineering. But
this is where there is a short-
fall,” he said.

Bangalore Nano was a plat-
form to showcase advances in
nanotechnology and was or-
ganised by the Karnataka
State Department of IT, BT
and Science and Technology
and JNCASR among others.
Vice-President Mohammad
Hamid Ansari would give
away the Bangalore Nano Na-
tional Award on Saturday, the
concluding day of the three
day event. ;
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